
The Theology Of 
Thanksgiving



Count Your Blessings

Direction of Thanksgiving
A.  Offered to God:
   Ps. 50:14  Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving.  And 

pay your vows to the Most High. 
B.  Through Christ:
   Heb. 13:15  Through Him (Christ) then, let us continually 

offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 
that gives thanks to His name.
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Attitude of Thanksgiving: 
 A.  In private worship: 

 Dan. 6:10  and he continued kneeling on his knees three 
times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as 
he had been doing previously. 
B.  In public worship: 

Ps. 35:18-I will give Thee thanks in the great 
Congregation.  I will praise Thee among a  
mighty throng.
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1).  Among the nations: 
 Ps. 57:9  I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; 
I will sing praises to You among the nations. 
    2).  In company of God’s People
      Ps. 52:9  I will give You thanks forever, because You have 

done it, And I will wait on Your name, for it is good, in the presence 
of Your godly ones.

      Ps. 111:1  Praise the Lord!  I will give thanks to the Lord with 
all my heart, in the company of the upright and in the assembly
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    2).  In Company of God’s People (continued)
            Acts 27:35  Having said this, He took bread            

and gave thanks to God in the presence of all, and He broke it and 
began to eat.

     3).  With Personal Testimony:
1 Chron. 16:8  Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His 

name; Make known His deeds among the peoples.
Luke 2:38  At that very moment she came up and began giving 

thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
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4).  In Music:
Ps. 28:7  The LORD is my strength and my shield; My heart 

trusts in Him and I am helped; therefore, my heart exults, and with 
my song I shall thank Him.

Ps. 100:1-2  Shout joyfully to the LORD all the earth.  Serve the 
LORD with gladness; come before His presence with joyful singing.

5).   In Any Situation:
1 Thess. 5:18  In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for 

you in Christ Jesus
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   6).  Following the Example of Jesus:
      Mk. 14:23-And when He had taken a cup and given      

thanks, He gave it to them, and they all drank from it.
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Reasons for Thanksgiving:
1.  Nearness of God’s Presence:

      Ps. 75:1  We give thanks to Thee.  O God, we give thanks, 
for thy name is near;…
2.  Goodness and Mercy of God:

      Ps. 106:1  Praise the Lord!  Oh give thanks to the Lord, for 
He is good; for His loving kindness is everlasting.



Count Your Blessings

3.  Christ’s Power and Reign:
Rev. 11:17  We give Thee thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, 

who art and who wast, because Thou hast taken Thy great 
power and hast begun to reign.

   4.  Gift of Christ to Us:
   2 Cor. 9:15  Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

   5.  Deliverance Through Christ from Indwelling Sin:
   Rom. 7:24-25  Wretched man that I am!  Who will set me free 

from the body of this death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord!
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6.  Victory Over Death and the Grave:
     1 Cor. 15:55-57  O Death, where is your victory?  O       

Death, where is your sting?  The sting of death is sin, and the  
power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

   7.  Triumph of the Gospel:
     2 Cor. 2:14  But thanks be to God, who always leads us in 

His triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma 
of the knowledge of Him in every place.
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 8.  Conversion of Others:
     Rom. 6:17  But thanks be to God that though you        

were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that 
form of teaching to which you were committed.

    9.  Spiritual Wisdom and Might:
      Dan. 2:23  To Thee,  O God of my fathers, I give        

thanks and praise, for Thou hast given me wisdom and power.
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   10.  Supply of Bodily Wants:
        Rom. 14:6-8  He who observes the day, observes it for     

the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the Lord, for he give thanks 
to God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and 
gives thanks to God.

    11.  All Things:
    Eph. 5:20  Always giving thanks for all things in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ ot God, even the Father.
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How can we be thankful?
Col. 3:15-17  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.  

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God.  Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to 

God the Father. 
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